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strates the benevolence of God, and natural re-
ligion, revealed in the book of nature, supersedes
the Bible and the religion founded upon it as well.
But there are similar difficulties in the book of
nature, lying across the path of the deist's doc-
trine. Destructive calamities constantly occurring
by means of volcanoes, earthquakes, the wars of
the elements, inundations, the inequalities of the
earth's surface and climate, the hard terms of
subsistence imposed upon mankind, rendered still
more afflictive by droughts and frequent famines,
etc., prove, upon your own principles, that both
the book and the religion of which you boast are
equally worthless. His reply that these things,
called natural evils, are, upon the whole, no evils
at all, because nitre, sulphur, and carbon are thus
driven all over the face of the earth, without
which animal and vegetable life would perish, is
an argument in favor of the cause he seeks to
subvert; for, by the same judgment, he ought to
perceive that the extraordinary claims of the
Bible and its religion could never be otherwise
adequately proved than by those extraordinary
means with which he finds fault. Marvellous
claims require marvellous proof. Why, is it not
reasonable, and a proof of divine wisdom, that the
God of natural truth should make nature afford
overwhelming evidence that he is also the God
of supernatural truth, proving the Scriptures to
be heavenly documents for the instruction of
men as to their moral duties and ultimate des-
tiny ? Balaam's ass, for example, speaking with
an articulate voice for a given purpose, involves